
Fr. David Stopyra, OFM Conv.
April 3, 1934 - July 1, 2018

Fr. David Stopyra, OFM Conv., was born in Lawrence, MA, on April 3, 1934,
and passed away on July 1, 2018. He was the son of the late Peter and
Agnes (Sierzega) Stopyra. In addition to his Franciscan family he leaves his
sisters Helen Previte and Mary Pitochelli and many nieces and nephews. Fr.
David was predeceased by siblings Rev. Fr. Alfred Stopyra, OFM Conv.,
Frank, Katherine Dziadosz, Stanley, Victoria, Charles, Walter, Anthony, and
Theresa Champagne. He was a graduate of Holy Trinity Grammar School and
Central Catholic High School, Lawrence, MA and St. Bonaventure University,
NY. Fr. David entered the Franciscan Friar Conventual Novitiate at Mt. St.
Lawrence Novitiate in Becket, MA on August 14, 1951. He professed his
Temporary Vows on August 15, 1952 and he professed his Solemn Vows on
August 15, 1955. He was ordained to the priesthood at St. Michael Cathedral,
Springfield, MA on May 28, 1960. His first assignment was for one year as
Assistant Pastor and teacher at St. Francis Parish and St. Francis High
School, Athol Springs, NY. In 1961 he was asked to be both a teacher and a
counselor at Archbishop Curley High School, a post he held for the next ten
years. From 1971 to 1976 he served as Principal at Archbishop Curley High
School. In the years from there, 1976-1979, Fr. David served as Guardian and
Director of Formation at St. Hyacinth College and Seminary in Granby, MA.
Returning to the pastoral apostolate, Fr. David became the Pastor of St.
Stanislaus Parish in Trenton, NJ from 1979-1982. He served as Pastor to St.
Hyacinth Parish, Auburn, NY from 1982-1991, and then as Pastor at St.



Francis of Assisi Parish, Athol Spring, NY from 1991 to 1997. Fr. David’s last
Pastorate was at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Taunton, MA where he
served from 1997 until 2013. He then was assigned to St. Hyacinth Friary in
Chicopee, MA in 2013 until Sister Death called him home on July 1, 2018. Fr.
David will lie in state at St. Stanislaus Basilica on Thursday, July 5th from 3- 7
PM with a Franciscan Wake Service at 7 PM. On Friday, July 6, 2018, a Mass
of Christian Burial will be held at St. Stanislaus Basilica, 566 Front St.,
Chicopee, MA at 11 A.M. Visitation will take place from 9-10:45AM. A
Memorial Mass at St. Michael Parish, North Andover, MA and burial in the
Friars Plot at Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Lawrence, MA will be held
next week. Memorial contributions may be made to the Franciscan Education
Burse, 12300 Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042.Funeral arrangements
are by Kozikowski Funeral Home, Chicopee, MA and by The John Breen
Memorial Funeral Home, North Andover, MA.



Cemetery Details

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemetery

Lawrence, MA

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 5. 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

St. Stanislaus Basilica_
566 Front St.
Chicopee, MA

Service

JUL 5. 7:00 PM (ET)

St. Stanislaus Basilica_
566 Front St.
Chicopee, MA

Visitation

JUL 6. 9:00 AM - 10:45 AM (ET)

St. Stanislaus Basilica_
566 Front St.
Chicopee, MA



Mass

JUL 6. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Stanislaus Basilica_
566 Front St.
Chicopee, MA



Tribute Wall

YL

Yvonne Labonte - July 06, 2018 at 06:33 PM

Was so very sorry to hear today of the passing of Father David. I
attended his morning Mass each morning at Our Lady of Holy
Rosary in Taunton, Ma. I eventually did the readings for him and
said the rosary prior to the Mass. I wrote to him after his transfer to
the Friars in Chicopee remembering him every Easter, Father's Day
and Christmas. 
He ALWAYS send me a thank you note stating that I was his
favorite lector. I belong to St. Jude the Apostle Parish in Taunton but
attended his morning Mass. He always gave us a little synopsis of
the Saint of the Day too. Was sorry I did not hear of his passing
sooner, however I offered my morning Mass today for him. I will also
have a Mass said for him when we have an opening. He was also
my confessor too even though I had to say my Act of Contrition in
French. Will miss him. However, he has earned his Heavenly
Reward. God Bless and Keep you with the angels in Heaven. 

 Yvonne Labonte, 10 Musket Rd., Taunton, Ma. 02780


